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A LETTER FROM
    THE BSOE TEAM
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Mother earth continues to share all her precious and bounty resources
with us. Our most vital and largest natural resource is water which
makes up %70 of earth.

A large sum of this percentage is inhabited by marine animals.
The existence of the sea, its animals and their habitats is vital for the 
eco-system. For example, because of water’s powerful ability to store heat
for this earth, our planet has not turned into a large freezing ice rink,
and this is only one of the many benefits!

In this edition of our Green Generation, we will take you on a trip two
miles deeper into the earth to discover more treasures from our expansive
waters. But before we dive into that, we would like to remind you that to
appreciate earth and its abundance, we must all take a united initiative
to create a greener future.

Lucky for us, we can achieve that through learning about these natural
resources and practicing daily habits to protect and preserve them. 

                                                                                          Stay Green,

                                                                                  Your BSOE team, 
 

Greetings our future green ambassadors,
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The Middle East is typically known for its vast des-

erts, arid landscapes, oil fields and its striking infra-

structural developments. But, did you know, it is a 

minefield of natural wonders too?

We want the world to know that, besides the 

desert, the UAE also has great marine life, for this 

we chose Bu Tinah Island of Abu Dhabi as a unique 

wonder of nature to speak about.

Located off the western coastline of Abu Dhabi, 

with shallow sparkling blue waters and its sandy 

beaches and inhabited by endangered animals, mu-

sical birds such as the Socotra Cormorant that 

cannot be found in other places, Bu Tinah Island is 

the perfect retreat away from human hustle and 

bustle.

On the way to the tiny island, it is not unusual

for curious dolphins to suddenly appear. The closer 

you get, the more nature reveals its treasures.

Flying fish resembling long green sticks skip across 

the ocean's surface, Osprey nest on the island, feed-

ing off the sea and pink flamingo group together 

during their long rest. The rare hawksbill turtle that 

is in danger globally is also one of the precious trea-

sures to be found in Bu Tinah.

Not only this, but the island is also home to the

planet’s second largest population of the great sea 

cows dugong, a large marine mammal that is fast

becoming extinct. Even creatures on the ocean 

floor are visible because the sea is so clear and shal-

low, simply it is an undisturbed paradise with dis-

tinctive natural habitats consisting of mangroves, 

seagrass beds and shallow waters.

Yes, many people ask how can we care about a 

place we are unable to visit. I was one such ques-

tioner until I understood and appreciated that Bu 

Tinah is still a young biosphere area. It needs to be 

heavily protected so that nothing disturbs the 

animal life there.
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Bu Tinah Island



We should all understand that visiting the island is 

restricted to special rangers, marine biologists and cer-

tain students. Bu Tinah could be our first step towards 

developing the best practices of eco-tourism in our 

region so people can visit and enjoy the area. But let-

ting everyone visit it today would only pollute the area 

and disturb the animals.

Due to its great beauty and especially for housing 

some of the best natural and marine life, Bu Tinah 

Island was also one of the 28 official finalists for the 

“New 7 Wonders of Nature”.

“The reason we think Bu Tinah should be one of the 

wonders of nature is because despite our arid and 

harsh climate, we have a rich, sustainable biodiversi-

ty,” said Laila Yousef Al Hassan, spokesperson,

Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAD). Most people 

had never heard of the island or its inhabitants until 

the voting campaign was initiated, said Laila.

Our environment is the key to the future’s sustainable 

development and we are proud of that. Therefore, we 

must take care of it and protect it so that the

next generation can be proud of it as well. I believe 

that if we don't care for or respect or even appreciate 

this island, then we basically are killing our last hope 

to save our environment or maintain one of the last 

pieces of heaven in our water. If we don't protect and 

raise awareness of Bu Tinah today, we might not have 

this beautiful ecosystem and its marine and plant life 

for our future generations. 
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What are the environmental initiatives launched by the Aquarium?

What made you take these initiatives? 

Tell us about Sharjah Aquarium? 

It is a scientific center inaugurated by HH Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed
Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah on the 6th of June,
2008. It was established for introducing the biological diversity of Sharjah coasts
to the residents and visitors of Sharjah and focusing on domestic marine creatures
and the importance of conserving their beauty and richness.

We conduct a lot of initiatives within the center such as  cleaning the marine
environment, releasing marine creatures, increasing fish population, Turtle
Rehabilitation programs, participating in other environmental initiatives with other
entities, establishing educational workshops for schools and families and doing
scientific researches with the assistance of the biology team. 

The Aquarium’s vision aims to raise awareness among people about the importance
of conserving the safety of marine environment in order to achieve environmental
balance. This motivates us to take such responsibility, and hand in hand with the
society members we aspire to spread our message.
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What is the positive impact of your initiatives?

There are many positive impacts that we’ve witnessed through our initiatives.
We’ve provided our audience with volunteering opportunities and motivated them
to take part in our programs and campaigns. Moreover, the attention paid by schools
in order to get their students involved in these initiatives, aiming at raising awareness
among people about the importance of conserving the safety of marine environment.

What are the Aquarium’s future plans for conserving marine life?

The future holds plenty of opportunities that we aim to utilize, starting with
intensifying the marine environment cleaning campaigns, to having governmental
organizations involved in various initiatives and events, also launching events and
carrying out studies aimed at raising people’s awareness about the importance of
fish resources as one of the country’s main income sources.

Message/tips you want to convey to the students and community? 

We recommend everyone to make the protection of the environment’s resources
against pollution and depletion a lifestyle and an inseparable part of their culture.
Keeping them sustainable and flourishing will help in reflecting a good image of
the UAE community.

In this edition, we chose the topic “conservation of marine life and
water resources”, What do you think of it?

It is an important and interesting topic. People should understand the importance
of marine life as a source of food. Moreover, it’s very critical to adhere to certain
standards in fishing and not to deplete marine creatures or expose them to pollution.
Furthermore, preservation of water resources has a positive impact on keeping the
country’s water reserves, especially for the fact that we suffer from poor rains.



GREEN CHALLENGE
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WATER CONSERVATION

OCEAN RIVER LAKE

REDUSE FISH SEA FAUCET

TURTLE RESOURCE GLACIER

RAIN GROUNDWATER TIDE
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HOW TO..

- Reduce Your Daily Plastic Consumption.
As simple as that; minimizing your daily plastic consumption can make a huge
difference. The plastic waste that is dumped into oceans destroys the natural
habitats of marine animals and leads to the death of many, if not their extinction.
In order to prevent that, try to replace plastic water bottles with reusable ones,
carry a tote bag whenever you shop, and recycle any time you get the chance to. 

- Keep the Beach Clean
We all love spending time with family and loved ones at the beach, so why not
make our leisure beach trips count! Next time you head there, don’t leave any
litter behind and encourage the people around you to do the same. You can also
show your love to the marine environment by participating in beach cleanups
whenever possible.

How to Take Action in Preserving the
Marine Life and Water Resources:
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- Be Part of organizations that seek to help
Be part of organizations that seek to protect, defend, and improve marine life in
your region. Don’t forget that you can also create influence by supporting institutes,
restaurants, retail shops, or any initiatives that are environmentally conscious. 

- Learn More about it
Finally, the most important thing you can offer to the marine life is your education;
after all, all change comes from within. The more effort you put into learning about
the ocean and its inhabitants, the more you’ll be able to make a difference, teach
and inspire everyone around you.  

 





80-50%

80%
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FROM WASTE
           TO ART

MAKE YOUR OWN BOOKMARK

Learn how to make your own bookmark with your own style and 
Design, and never lose track of reading your favorite book again.

SCISSORS

COLOR PENCILS

OLD MAGAZINE

GLUE

THICK PAPER

MATERIALS:



CLICK ON THIS VIDEO
TO VIEW THE STEPS
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https://youtu.be/06ge0mtNRY4


YAY!!

Are you guys 
ready?

YESSS

look how beautiful
the sea is

yes!! I’m so excited to 
catch my first fish

1

2

3

throw

Good morning 
Rashid & 
Mariam, the 
weather seems 
to be good for a 
fishing trip, get 
ready your
dad will take
us now.

I wonder what’s it like to be living under 
the sea. It seems to be amazing as there 

are a lot of amazing creatures who are 
lucky to be there.

Mariam 
and Rashid, hold the net

carefully and as I count to three,
throw it in the sea

Rashid and Mariam were ready
to go to the beach.

As they arrived there, 

both of them ran towards their father’s boat to start their fishing trip.



Rashid!! 
I can feel 

that there’s 
something 

inside

it's
getting 

heavy, let’s 
pull it.

I can’t!!!! its 
really heavy

Wait, what!! is that a 
water bottle?? No Mariam I can’t believe 

what my eyes are seeing. 
The net is full of plastic 

I’m disappointed. People 
are so careless.

Listen to me my 
kids, what you’re 
seeing now is an 

effect of negligence 
and lack of
awareness, 

That’s really
sad! Rashid 
come let’s 

throw the net 
and collect 

more bottles 
and cans to 

clean up
the sea.

Look how beautiful it 
is, let’s have it for 

dinner! 

Thank you
baba for this 
trip, I’ll make 

sure my friends 
at school

know about
everything I’ve 
learned today. 

We need to 
come together 
and join hands 
to protect the 
marine life.

70% of earth is covered by 
oceans, which means that taking 

care of our seas is crucial to 
caring for the earth. When people 

throw plastic in the ocean it 
decomposes very slowly, breaking 
down into tiny pieces known as 

micro plastics that can be
incredibly damaging to

sea life. 

Sea animals often eat microplastics
because of their small size, and this plastic contains toxic 

chemicals, which can increase the chance of
spreading diseases and affect reproduction. After ingesting 

microplastics, seals, and other animals, may suffer for 
months or years before they die.

I’ll tell you a few 
facts that will help 

you raise the level of 
awareness within 

your school. 

Is that a plastic bag?

I can’t see the big 
fish Rashid, can you?

Babaaa,
help us

Few moments later.. They were all curious about what’s inside 

but, suddenly…

Rashid & Mariam had finally 
caught their first fish.

After cleaning up and saving the sea creatures, 
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The students from Umm Al Quwain school expressed
“Zayed’s Ambition” through a workshop which utilizes

reusing old cardboards and making
inspirational artworks 

A fun and interactive workshop with the children
from Halwan Child Center

BE FEATURED

BSOE team conducting
an informative awareness 
session for the students 

from Australian 
International School  
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Instead of throwing used

paper, children from the

Social Services Department

made a wonderful artwork 

Out of old used papers, the children of Al Qasbacollaborated in creating a beautiful artworkfor the symbol of the Year of Tolerance,
the Ghaf tree
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